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The Blockade.
MR. MASON TO RAKL RUSHKLL.
No. 100 Piccadilly, London, April 1,1803.

My Lord.On the 17th ol lebruory lout 1 had tho honor
to submit to your k>rt.8hip a printed lint of vessels
entered and cleared at porta in tho Island of Cuba,
from and to certain of the blockaded ports of tho Con¬
federate Stales of America, np to the month of December,
1801, inclusive; and In my letter accompanying tho list I
staled that they were seut to mo from Havana, and were
"taken trom official document* there by a gentleman of
intelligence and integrity, well kuown to me, and worthy
«f i nure reliance."

I have now tho horn r of submitting to your lordship
like printed lists, taken from the same official sources, of
vessels from certain of tho blockaded i¦oris of tire Confede¬
rate States, which with their respective cargoes colored
the ports ol' Havana and Mataii7.au in Cuba, for the
Months of January and February in tho prcsont your.
These lists camo by the last West Indian me. 11, were

sent lo mo by the gentleman above retorred to, and are
.Milled to lull credit.
Thoy show that in January and February last ten ves¬

sels from Now Orleans and six from Mobile had (Stored
the ports indicated in Cuba, making with those of otbors
from the blockaded ports in all twenty-live vessels, not
prevented by tho alleged blockade from successful ven
toros to a foreign port. I have, Aic, J. M MA-ON.

[This letter contained an inctosurc, setting forth alist or
vessels which arrived at Havana and Matau/as from ports
ef ttie Confe lorate Slates oi America, during the months
.f January and ebrunry, 1882, w ith a description of thetr
eargi es landed. The vessels numbered twenty eight, and
the table shows that, thoy wero all owned either in the
rebel States or Kngbuid. They ran from New Orleans,
Mobile, ronsacela, Galveston, Charleston, and some few
other ports. Tho majority of thoiu landed cotton, and tho
others rosin and turpentine. J

EARL RUSSELL TO MR. MASON.
honilib.v OmCR, April 4,1862.

Karl Russell presents his compliments to Mr. Mason,
and bogs leave t acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mason's
letter of the 1st instant, relative to the blockade of the
ports of the Southern coast of North America.

MR. MASON TO EARL RI .88ELL.
No. 64 PkvonsuirsSirkct, Portland Place, 1

Iain; on, July 7,1862. J
My lotto.1 am Ins'ruetea by a recent despatch from

the Secretary of State f the Confederate States of Ameri¬
ca lo bring to the attention of yo ir lordship what would
.com to bean addition engrafted by her .Majesty's govern*
moat on tho principle of the law of blockade, us estab¬
lished by the convention of l'aris in 18i0, and accepted
by the Confederate States of America, at tho invitation of
her Majesty's government.

In ttio instructions to me the text of the convention of
Paris is quoted in the following words:.
Blockades, in order to be binding, must be elTcclive.that is

t* any, maintained by a force lulhcient really lo prevent ac¬
cess to the coast of toe enemy.
And the despatoh of the Secretary of State then pro¬

ceeds:.
The Conledrrate Slates, after bring rrroinienl <n a belligerentFuurr by the governments of Frauoe and Great Britain, were

tmfornudly ¦ egueeted by both thoer Poo ere tit w " Ir to ihie iterla-
niHon, ne being n rorrert rjcyroeition of international law. Thus
Invited, this government yielded its assent.

Ureal, then, wag tho surprise of the President at findingto the published correspondence bel'ore alluded to (re¬ferring to the papers laid before Parliament touching the
American blockade), tbo lollowlng expressions of Karl
Kusscll in his letter to Lord Lyons or the lGlb or February
last.
Iler Mijraty's government, however, are of opinion that.

Summing that the blockade was duly notified, and also that a
number o. sbipa i> stationed and tenuous at (be entrance of
b port, Kudlcient really to prevent aocean to it, or in, mite on
mi trnt lunger of entering or tearing it and that the ah:pa do
¦Mil voluntarily permit ecreia or Inureaa, the fact that rarioua
ahlpe may have sticccxHfully escaped through it (aa In the
Darneii1m luatauee refi rred to) will not of itself prevent the
blockade from being an elfectual one by International law.

Tott will pereelve tint the words in Itulics are an addi¬
tion to the definition of tbo treaty of Paris or I860.

. . « '» * . *

If such be the interpretation placed by Great Britain on
Iks treaty of 1856. It is but JuH tnut this government
Should be so olhc.illy informed. Certain it is that this
government did not, nor could it anticipate, that the very
doctrine in relation to blockade formerly maintained by
Great Britain, and which all Euro|>e eup;ioeed to be
abandoned by the Treaty of 1866, would again be asserted
by that government.
Tbo language of lier Majesty's Secretary of Stale lor For

sign Allaire may not havo been intended to boar the con
btructinn now attributed to It; but it Is evidently bus
eeptible of this Interpretation, and we cannot be too cau¬
tious in guarding our rights In a matttur whuh mutt in
future at well at the preterit to deeply involve the in'.ereelt of
the confederacy

As a warrant for the assert Ion in the despatch of the
Secretary, that the superadded words promulgcd a doc¬
trine In relation to blockade, formerly maintained by
Great Britain, I am referred by him to the text of tlie
treaty between Great Britain and Prussia in 1801, as fol-
Icws
That In order to determine what characterises a blockaded

port, that denomination la given only where there In, by the
atspoaitlon of the power which attacks It with ships station
ary or sutticienily near, as ecitlnU danger In entering..Ar¬
ticle S, aectlou *.
The lores end effect of these superadded words, it must

be plain to your lordship, has materially and motet preju
elally affected, and must continue so to affbet, during the
.listing war, the Interests of the Uontederate States uor
could this be betlsr shown than by the illustration adopt
ed In the latter referred to, from your lordship lb Lord
Lycos,that

The fart Ihnt rarlav* nhipn map tore enraged through it (the
llasbn l ) niU not of iteeh, prevent Me bloimiile from being on
effectteal one by international hue.

It may be readily admitted that the fact that vart-
.ua shi)« entering or leaving a port have successfully
ssoapsd a blockading squadron, doss not show that there
ssay not have been an evident danger In so entering or
leaving it; but It certainly does show that the blockade
was not, in the language or the treaty of Paris, "main¬
tained by a teres sufficient, really, to prevent access to
the coast of tbo enemy."

I have, therefore, the honor to request, for tbo Infor¬
mation of my gove nmeot, that your lordship will be
good enough to enable me to solve the doubt entertained by
MM Preeident of the Confederate States aa to the construe
Men plaosd by the government of her Majesty on the text
of the convention of Paris, aa accepted by tbe'govern-
meut of the Confederate Ptatss in tbo terms hereinbefore
cited.that Is to say, whether a blockade is tolieoon-
mdsred effective when maintained at an enemy's port by
n fores sufficient to create an "evident danger of enter¬
ing or leaving It; and not alone, where sulllvient, "really
to prevent access.''
On the subject of the alleged blockade, I have revolved

from ihe Department of .Stale ol the Confederate Statu*,
and am Instructed to lay before your lordship, as bar
Majesty's Secretary of Stale for Foreign Allaire, the kc
eerupanvtng list ol vease's entered and cleared at the port
of Chat ieston, South Carolina, In the mouths of November
and Pec'niber. lsdl, and of January, Kcbruury and March,
1H63 at tho port of Savannah, Georgia, for Hie un nths of
October. November and l>e<*mber, is«i, at Galveston,
Texas, for the months of December, 1861, aud January
and February, lsnu at New Orleans, 1/Misiana, lor the
months ol N'owmber nod eewnber, 1801. ami Pebruary
ItS'J; at l'ensacoia, Florida, tor tlie iiu nlhsof December,
1861, and January and February. 1803 at Apilachuola,
Florida, for the months of December, 1861. ar.d January,
186- ami at Port l.ivoca. loxae. inJuuu.t y, IrdU.

'1 he doctrines of lutarniittoual law certainly are thai mtr
doe- wl put an rmi Is commerce leiwen a Mlujermt euut
meni al', rjfeptat pant u.id ylace! arluaity tlakmd-ol;
and yet m the strnngc and ano a; ur pretension* o. the
llnl e Stales, apparently ac pnoerrd in by neutral Powers,
all i.amsierce Iralween nc it and Dm lot fedcrnlo
Si lies is p'olnblied .ilong nu entlie n«,t I nr gl mine
two thouvaud llvo bundle milc«. Armed vm-els crmse
along the o«a t, and capture all neutrals that fall into
their way,on ihe allocation that the entire ooa-t ia under
bits kade The (Xsiletlerate tile*, as is known have
ucver Wien commercial. ibeir carrying trade be g
almost entirely In ihu b d . "f other nations Were it
ntl.erwi-e, llnle effect would be produced upou their
commerce Bv thi* m -named blockade As It is, the
shin and o'ber \rs-I* armsd by them havo, rrtan the
beginning of tb« war, been actively and profitably em
ployed lu carrying Itielr producta to forel.u purle, and Id
ertogtng hack bbpptle*. Not .«* in ten, in the largenumber i.f vuyager so made, H Is baliev.-d, has been aapSuT"d ar.d had that retpect l>- N rx 'i teii for neutral ri^kltwli.eh the law of nations provides, <-m»i-r«v leiwe n
ttj> f- and the f'onl'orrote St/pet newtd htrfips "Sli-im
g.re'y but tittle nderrnpt'd. And iu tbi*"view, I am in
sii icied to ioq' Ire, xrbetbir H may not l>e practinnbie
So requl-c Of lbs bkx leading Power to siwclfr, Irom lime
bo time. Die port* laimod in be actually bb kedrd. lie
. ilea the argcr p-nts (lew in number in the Cbnfi derate
¦tales) tiw-renre nambws of em.Iler towns, accwaible
fr.im tlie .««, wncee commerce com limes to tM carried oo
Wilh foreign netMM In the few veseete pneeewwd by < dn-
felersu- owners, and were blockaded uris te-ignated

-lb ;se latter would at once be open to the commerce of the
world in anything rsH contralwud. /fro. faT ^ ltgyig ,«

tlmnmp u* to nru/ral I'owrt U rrewfiu fir !h>m b. <!.
mine. The ari le of e itnn alonr ui, n from such |»rla

wWcl. are not and nave not been blockaded, but enm-
¦legve wllh which Is Intercepted by armed rrniaera oyra
giobdlly peetlbg along the ooaet, mmkl go far tn t apply
the prfefxng demand if Kmewean manufwurn

In ibia "niiBOlioB I am instructed nej./oi ually it d »

Nairn my ,tiey «n the Coo federate Slau ooorrnment ta
prohibit ¦¦r/tiereurafil Ihe opirl of .offns. II has been the
policy ,if ih* enemy If rr"P*«*"«h belief, and per
raps to aoir.B extent if-may havo obtained credeare in
j»nrops tm Ibe OMUliy 11 am Instructed to assure her
Maieriy s government ibat if kurope lb wltbiul Alnvricaa

ootluo, ti Ib because Karoos ha* out thought (H to send
her ship* to Amerioa for cotton. Were the blockading
Power required strictly to designate the ports uud prices
bksk.ided, and to maintain the same by adequate force
from those other ports thua clearly ascertained to be open to

trade, any amount of cotton vtyyared would <s fVsrlv offered
h> exchange for the manufactures of Europe. There Is no

lack of this gre.it article of export in tho interior of tbo
goutbera 8lalea. It ha* not been brought to the seaborn d
because there was Utile demand for exportation, and It
wouhl otherwise be subject to depredation by Urn enemy.
Wherever they approach It Is destroyed by Ore, to pre
rent its falling Intt> their hands; but let theblockaded
ports be designated, as required by public law, and It will
freely flow to the coast at other points thereby opened to
the trade of tbo world.
There is oue subject further In connection with this

alleged blockade to which 1 am directed to coll be atten¬
tion of Her Mu.e*ly's government. It ia lliat vessels of
war of the United states are stationed <>n the mouth of the
Kiour.ndo, with orders not to permit slin ment* ol cot¬
ton to be made tmm the Mexican port of Matamoroe. It
is claimed th.t cotton tskeii from the Confederate Slates
to Matamoros is lawful subject of capture In proof of
this I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of an

extract of a letter from J. A. Qutiilero, the commercial
agent of the Confederate utiles at Matamorue, to the see-
ri tary of late f the Confederate Spites.

I ueed not say to your lordship ih. although a mari¬
time blockade uiay, in some sense, be frustrated by lUo
carriage of merchandise, through the medium o: interior
communication, from a blockaded Pi a neutral port, when
shiniied from the latter it is no breach of the blockade;
yet this is now done at the mouth of the Rio Grande. a

river forming the boundary between Mexico and the
Confederate State of Texas. I am, Ac.,

J. M. MASON.
[This letter contained a number of tabular statements

furnished by the rebel l'ort Collectors to the Davis govern
menl The two tirsl set forth lists of the vessels which
entered and cleared at tbo port of Charleston In tho
months of October. November and December, 1881, and
in January, February and Marcb, lMi«. similar lists tor

tbo ports of ~-'avaunab, Galveston, Now Orleans, Peusa
cola, Apolucbicola and Lavaca, Texas, were uIbo for¬
warded j

MB. LAYAKI) TO MR. MABON.
Fokkii..v (Ariel, July 10,1802.

Sir.1 am directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge lbs
receipt of your letter of tbe 7th iusL, respecting the
blockade of tbe Southern coast of North America. 1
am,AC, A. H. LAYAKIL

Intervention.
MH. MASON TO KA11L KL'SSBI.L.

No. 54 Dkvonsuirb Strkct. l'oirn.<No Pi.acr, 1
Vonnon, July 17,1882 J

Mt Lord.In late proceedings of Parilament, and In re

ply to inquiries made In ouch House as to the intention of
nor Majesty's government to tender olllces of mediation
to the contending powers in North America, It was re¬
plied, in substance, by Lord Palciorston and your lortl-
sblp that her Majesty's government had no such inten¬
tion at present; because, although this government
would be evor roady to oiler such mediation whenever it
might be considered that such inter) osltiou w< uld bo of
avail, it was bolieved by tbo government that, in the
present inhumed or Irritated teni|<er of the belligerents,
any such offer might be misinterpreted and might have
an el.oct contrary to what was Uitendod.
¦ 1 will not undertake, of course, to express any opinion
of the correctness of this view so far us It may apply to
the government or people of the United Stales, but us tbo
terms would seem to huve been applied equally Pi the
government or people of tho Confederate Stains of Ameri¬
ca, I feel warranted in the declaration mat while it is
the unutterable purpose of that government and people
to maintain tbo Indopoudeuco they nave achieved,
whilst under no circumstances or contingencies im.ll they
ever attain come under a < otnuwn ijwemmnU with thou, now

constituting the United States; and although they do not in
any form invite such interposition, yet they can see
nothing in their position which could make either offensive
or irritating a tender of such offices on the part of her Ma¬
jesty's gwiimn nt, at might lead to a termination of the
war.a war hopelessly carried on against them, and which
Is attended by a wanton waste of human life, at which
humanity shudders. On tbe contrary, I can eutertain no
doubt that such oiler would be received by the govern¬
ment of tho Confederate Jutes of America with that high
consideration and respect duo to tbo benign purpose in
which it would have us origin. 1 have, Ac.

J.M. MASON.
EARL RCS8RM, TO MR. MASON.

VSBMNM Oiuck, July 24,18t)2.
Silt.I nave tbe honor to *cl;uowlcdgo the receipt of

your letter of the 17th Instant, respecting tbe intention
expressed by her Mtt.esty's government to retrain from
any prcsont offer of mcduitlon between I he contending
parties In North America, and I have Pi state to you, In
reply, mat In the opinion of bor Majesty's government,
any proposal to the United States to recoe/nite the Southern
confederacy would irritate the United Stares, and any pro
posal to the i 'onfestera'e states to return to the Union would
irritate the Confederates.
This was tbe meaning of my declarations in Parliament

upon tbe subject, lam, Ac. Hl'S-El.L.

Recognition*
MR. MASON TO KARL RUSSELL.

No. 64 DEVOK.-UUBR Htkki r, l'OHTLAND I'LAC*, I
Lo.vi-on, July 24,18C2. J

Mt Lord.In the interview 1 bad the honor to havo
with your lordship in February last, 1 laid before your
lordship, under instructtuos from tin government of tho
Confederate Stated, the views entertained by that govern¬
ment, loading to the belief that it was, of right,entitled
to bo recognized rh a separate and independent lower,
and to bo received aa an equal in tho groat latnily of
nations.

I then represented to your lordabip that tho dissolution
of the (Mm Of the States of North America, by the with
druwal therefrom of certain oi tho Conleilei ates, was not
to It couridrred at a revolution in tho ordinary acceptation
of that term; far test was it to be considered as un u<( of
insurrection or retiMion: that it was, oolh In form and in
fact, but (Ac termination of a confederacy which, during a

King course of years, had violated the terms of the fede¬
ral compact by the exercise of unwarranted powers, op¬
pressive end degrading tu the minohm section. That tho
seceding parties had so withdrawn as organized political
communities, and had formed a new confederacy, com
prising then, na now, thirteeu separate and sovereign
States, embracing an area of 870,did s.iu.ire miles, and
with a population of 12,000,000. This new confcdei ocy
has now tieen in comgiete and successful operation, as a

government,for a period of nearly eight*en months; lias
proved itseh capable of auccesslul defence against every
attempt tu subdue or destroy It; nnd in a war, conducted
by its late confederates on a scale to tax thoir utmost
power, has presented everywheie .. united (gviple, deter¬
mined at every cost to maiutain tho independence they
bad aMirtned.

Mince that Interview moro than tive months have
claimed, and during that period events have but the more
fully cuiitlrnied the views I then had the honor to present
to your lordship. The reaourcea,strength and power in
the Ccr.lederate States devolo|>ed by those events, I think,
authorize roe to assume, as the judgment of the inteili
gt-DCc of all Luroie, that the leparation of the Mulct of
North America it .final: that under no possible circum
stances can the late federal Union bo restored; tbst the
new confederacy has evinced both the capacity and tho
determination to inainuin its independence, and, there¬
fore, with other I'owors the question ol recognlziug that
independence Is simply a question of time.
The < 'onfederate Slates ark no aid from nor intervention

by foreign l'owers. Tbey are entirely content that the
strict neutrality which has been proclaimed between tbe
belllgureuts thai I be adhend to. however unequalIf it may
operate, because of fortuitous circumstances, upon them.

Hut I! the principles and tbe moral* of tbe public law be,
when a nation has established before the world both its
capacity and its ability to maintain tbe government It baa
ordained, that a duty devolves on otber nations to recog
nize such fact, then I submit that the government of tbe
Confederate Stales of America, having sustained itself,
unimpaired, through trials greater than most nations
have been called to endure, and far greater than any it
has yet to meet, bee furnished to the world sufficient
proof of stability, strength and resnnroes to antltle it to
a place among the independent nations of tbe earth. I
hare,he. J. M. MASON.

MR. MASON TO KARL RUHMLL.
No. 64 Uivon.-ium Strut, Portland I'lacr, i

.Inly 24.1W2. /
Mr. Maaon presents his compliments to Karl Russell,

and If ag.ceablc to bis lordship Mr. Maaon would be
obliged if Earl Russell would allow him tbe honor of an
Interview, at such time aa may be coovemeut to bit lord
¦hip.Mr. Mason desires to submit to Karl RusaeN some views
connected with tbe subject of tbe letter he hss the honor
to transmit herewith, which he thinks may be better im¬
parled in a brief c nvernation.

FARL RUSSELL TO MR. MASON.
Kenan.a Ossii a, July 31, 1M2.

Lord H .- c.i p es.'nts his complimeuts lo Mr. Maaon.
He begs to assure Mr. Mason that Ills from no want of
respect t" him that lord Kit-sell has delayed sending an
answer to bis letter of the 24tb instant.

I., rd Ruaeell has postponed sending that answer In order
that he might submit a draft oi It to ike < ablnet ou
Paturdsy next. It will be forwarded on Monday to Mr.
Mason.

lord Knrscll does not think any advantage would ansa
from the personal Interview which Mr. Mason pro,uses,
and must therefore decline it.

MR. MASON TO KARL RUSSELL.
No. 64 liRvoRsm as Stklst. Rowland Pi.acr, i

August 1, lsoj. |
Mr Lord.In the Interview 1 had tbe honor to propose

In my late note. 1 had Intended briefly to submit tbe fol
lowing views, whleb I thought might not be wit bout wnphl
in the consideration to he given by her Ma e*ty s govern
ment to the request for recognition ot the Confederate
States, submitted In my letter of the 21th July ultimo.
1 ask leave now to present tliem as supplemental to Mm
letter:.

II It lie true, e- there a>tttmeil th«t in ibe settled judg¬
ment of Kogiand the sefwiration of the Mates is final, tie-n
the failure of ou great a Power to recognize the fact In a
formal maaner imparts an opposite lienef, and must ope.
rate as an incentive to tbe United States to protract Ibe
contest.

In ¦ war, surh as that pending In America, w liere a

party in possession of the government is strivieg to sub
due in..so, who, for reasons sufficient to tbei^selves. have
w ithdrawn from it. the contest will be earrtod on la the
boat ot iiloos ami of popular excitement long after its
object has iwoomo hopeless id tbe eyes of disinterested
pqHlOR
The government Itself tray feel tkat Its pow

er is made,, at* to bring bark tbe recusant
htatee. and yet he unable M acre to ron
trol the fierce elements nbieh *u*rouud it whilst
the wsr rages Nueli it is rncfldcDlly believed I* Ibe sc
tuel condition of sflsirs in America.

II Is loi|swslble. hi the e,perience of eighteen months
C no rd miary trial. In the small results n tamed sod in

the m-mieii rrhnuition of tit retnurxet, that any hope re.
awn s with the government of the United States cither
of bringing about a restoration of the dissevered Union
or of ashjogsllag limes who have isnouncwt it And yet
tbe failure of foreign owers formally in recognise ibis
actual condiliic ef things disables those in authority
from conceding lb it fact at home.

Joatn. if it keumm that ihert.ila large and inrrtuinq
wgiMN ia the United StaJri in ewntav* out their
pinse.a sentiment which lias its origin m Ibe bard teach¬
ings of the wsr as It lias progressed.

Tl was believed (or eo eonfldeatly affirmed! that there
was a larae parly to the Rnutbern Stales deve'ed to the
Toloo. wleee prtaeoce and toner would be inanifs*ted
there aa goon sg tbe public force of tpe t n.uu .<-uum

was prefem to sustain it, I uoed act say bow fully the
experioaoe of the war tuts dispelled this delusion.
Again it was believed, and uooOdently ryt.nl on, that m

UK metal struetu o of Uio Southern Slates liters wan a
large popuuuon ol the <t mlna.it race uididerei I. IT not
hostile, lo the baaia on which that social structure rests
la which Utey war* not Interested, aud who woold bo
found the .ihtos of thoec whom: n.at*too wan s ppoeed lo
be in wMite way to brouk it up, but llto name o«i« r.e oe
baa shown that the whole population of the South u
«NU>'i, or <mepopt*, In anna to leeisl the tuvadur
Notbiug reoiahia, then, on which to rest any h.pc of

conquest but a reliance on (be superior numbers and tho
suppoeod greater resources of the Northern Males 1
think the result*of the lost (or pending) campaiitu h ive

proven how idle such expectations were, a. airisl the a<l
vantages of a peo|4e lighting at home ami bringing into a
common stock or resistance as a free will offering all that
they possesaod, whether of blood or treasure.a specta¬
cle now historically bohro the world.

It is in human experience that there must bo those in
the United States who cannot shut their oyes to such
facts, and yet, in the despotic power now assumed ibere
by the government, to give expression to any doubt
would be lo court the hospitalities of the dungeon.
One word from Ike government «f her Majesty mould en¬

courage thore profile to speak, and tbe civill/cd world would
respond to the truths ihey would utter, "that for what¬
ever purpose the war was begun, it was continued now
only in a vindictive ai d unreasoning spirit, shocking alike
to humanity and civilization " Thai potent word wou<d
simply be to announce u fact which a frensted mind
could only dispute, that tbe Southern states, now m a
separate confederacy, bad established before the world its
coui|>etency lo maintain ihe government of its adoption
and its determination to abide by it.
To withhold it would not only seem in derogation of

truth, but would be to encourage the continuance of a

war, hopeless in its object, ruinous alike to the parties
engaged in it and to the prosperity and welfare of Europe.

J. U. MASON.
EARL RUSSELL TO MH. MASON.

Korku* Onic*, August 2,1162-
Sib.1 bavo bad the honor to receive your letters of the

24th of July and 1st inst , in which you repeat the cou-
RpJeralious which, in tbe opinion of tbe government of
the so called Confederate States, entitled tbat government
to bo recognized of right ns a separate and Independent
Power, and to be received as an equal In the great family
of nations

In again urging these views you represent, as bofore,
tbat the withdrawal of certain of tho Confederates from
the Union of the Stales of North America is not to be con
sidered as n revolution, iu the ordinary acceptation of
that term, far less an act of insurrection or rebellion, but
us the termination of a confederacy which had, during a
loug course of years, violated the terms of the federal
compact.

I beg leave to any, in the outset, that upon this question
of a right o withdrawal, as upon that of the previous von
duct of the United elates, her Majesty's government hair
never pnsumal to form a judgment. The interpretation
of the constitution of the United States, and the character
of tbe proceedings of the President and Congress of the
United States under that constitution, must bo deter
tmnod, in tho opinion of her Majesty's government,
by the States and j e pie m North America who inherited
and have till recently upheld tbat constitution. Her Ma-
jesty's government decline altogether the responsibility
of assuming to be udges In such a controversy.
You state that the confederacy has a population ot

twelve millions, that it bos provod itself capahlo for
eighteen months of successful defence against every at¬
tempt to subdue or destroy It; that in Ihe judgment of the
intelligence of all Kurope tbe separation is final. and that,
under no possible circumstances, can the late fedora)
Union he restored.
On the other hand, the Secretary of State of the United

States has affirmed. iu an official despatch, that a large
portion of the mice disaffected population has been restored to
the Union, and now evinces Its loyalty and firm adbe
rence to the government; that the whno population now
in Insurrection is under live millions, and that the South
eru confederacy owes its main strength to hope of as-
fistanoo rom Kuropo.

lu the face of tho nucleating events of the war; the al¬
ternations of victory and defeat; the capture of New Or
leans; the advance of tno federals to Corinth, to Memphis,
aud tho banks of the Mississippi as far as Vicksburg, con.
trasled, on tho other hand, with tho failure of the attack
on Charleston, and the retreat from before Richmond.
placed, too, botweon allegations no contradictory on the
partfof the contending Powers.her Majesty's government
are still determined to wuit
In ordor to bo entitled to a place among I he independent

nations of the earth, a Slab. ouy. t to have not only strength
and rtscurces for a time, bid afforu promise uf liability and
permanence, should tho Confederate .Slates of America
win that place among nations, it might be right for other
nations justly to acknowledge on independence achieved

3 victory,aud maintained by a successful resistance to
attempts to overthrow it. That time, howover, has

not, in the judgment of her Majesty's government, yet ar¬
rived. Her Majesty's government, therefore, can only
hope, that a peaceful termination or the present bloody
ami destructive contest may not be distant. 1 am. he..,

RUSSELL.

The Blockade Ajiuln.
MR. MAHON TO KARL KliRfKM..

24 UrrRRSKY.MOiinKr., Portmas BqtMRi, Jnn. .,18*13.
My Lord.In a commi.meation which I had the honor

to addrtes to your lordship, dated 011 the 7lh July ultimo,
1 raid:

I an. instructed by a re.cnt despatch from the Secretary of
Stair Of the c miOdrra:e States nf America to bring to the
atientioa of your lordahip what would aeem to be an addi¬
tion eng lifted by her ."oie.sty a eoverrunont on the principle
of the law of blockade, aa citnbllahed by the Convention of
J'aiiain IWW. and accepted by the Confederate States of
America at the invitation of her Majesty's government.
The ''addition" to the principle of blockade referred to

is stated in tny communication to liavo appeared in a let
tor from your lordship to Lord Lyons of tho loth of
February preceding, then recently laid before Parlia¬
ment.

1 stated further in that communication, quoting from
the instructions of the President:.

If such be the interpretation placed by Great Britain on
the treaty of 18M, it is but Just tout this got eminent should
be to oil.emlly informed.
And alter jsnutlng out the force anil cflect ascribed by

the 1'iestdei.t to this modillcation of tho principle of
blockado, to the prejudice of the interests of the Con¬
federate states, my communication to your lordship pro
ceeded as follows:.

1 have therefore the honor to request, for the Information
of n.y government, that yotir lo.i1f.hip will he good enough
to solve the doubt entertained by the President of the Con
federate .Slates as to the onstruction placed by tlie govern¬
ment of l.cr Majesty on the text ol the Convention of Paris,
a« hoc. pted by the gov- roiri- nl of the Cotiledr.rale Stales m
the terms herein efore cited.thai is to any, whither a
blockade Is to be considered as eQeollie when mnlrlaii.nl at
an enemy's |>ort by a for e sulUcient to create an evident
danger of entering or leaving It, and not alone w here su!E
clent really to prevent access
To that c.'inmvnicutioti I was honored only by a reply

from tho Honorable A. 11. I.iyard, dated at the foreign
Ufllce on the 10th of July, informing roc that he
was directed by your lordship to acknowledge its
receipt: nor have I stneo been honored by
any communication from your lordship furnishing an
answer to the specific and important inquiry thus made
under instrsclloiiH from my government.
On tbe 4tn of August following I transmitted to the

Secretary of Plate of the Confederate States » copy of my
communication to your lordship of the 7th of July, togc
ther with a copy of the reply of Mr. Layard, uml asked
for further Instructions maett necessary by the s ilence or
the Foreign Office in regard to the inqulrios thus sub¬
mitted.

1 have now, within a few days past, received a despatch
from the secretary of Mate in reply to mino of tbe 4lh of
August, the tenor of which I am dircoled to communicate
to your lordship.

1 am instructed to say that, from the papers thus sub¬
mitted, it would appear to tbe President that the govern
mentor her Majesty, alter hating incitedthe government
ol' the Confederate Mates to concur In tbe adoption of car
tain principles ot international law, and aftar having ob
tlined Its aseenr. assumed in initial despatches to derogate
from the principle* thus odupted, to tkt yrnt'dic* of Me
inkruU and righh of tk* O nftdcracf; and that upon
being approached. In respectful and temperate terms,
with a request lor explanation on a matter of such deep
concern to the Confederation, that Cabinet, refute* a reply.
lhat her Majesty's government can have no just ground

for refusing the explanation asked because ol the absence
of the recognition of the independence of the Confederate
states by the other oations of the world. It was not in
the character of a recognired independent nation, but in
that of a recognised belligerent, that the two leading
Pbwers of Western Furope approached the government
of those Plates with a proposition fir the adoption of cer-
tain principles ot public law, at rules which thail go ern the
mutual retaticm Utvxm tk> people of the Centtilerucu at
belligerents, and tk* nations of Anrope at neutrals, during
the pending war.
Two of these rtt'es were for the special benefit of Great

Britain ns one of those neutral Powers. It uas agieed that
her fine should cuter enemy's goods, and that her nonets
tkoiild be safe uneltr the enemy tjtag. 1 he former of these

ahsutwo rules conceded to bor, as aweutral, rights which she
had sternly refused whsn herself a belligerent, with a

single temporary waiver thereof in her late war wilh Rus¬
sia. To this- atinilatioi s ir. her f»v< r the govcrumoi t of
the Confederate Slalt s will adhere with scrupulous tide
llty. On the part of her Majesty's government 41 weit
agreed that no hi- ck -tde should be considered binding ua
less "maintained by a force sufllmenl really to prevent
a rets to the const o: the enemy

'' and yet on the first or
ensttn which urnee for tbe application ot this, the only
stipulation thai could be of practical benefit to the Conic
derate Si lea during the war, her Majesty's Secretary of
State tor foreign Alt.ilrs, in at: official despatch p.ibltshod
to tbe worli,oi7»'.d» o qoahfiralioo "kirn m effect ete
strays its whou icUue, and when ap|«a'txi to for n.i exple-
i.atieu of ti ts apj.i nit hrea. I. of i.n e\tsting solemn
agreement between the neutral and tbe belligerent de
clinee an answer.

In view ol these fa. ts I am instructed by tbe ITeeident
to adilress to your lonltb p, as lisr Majesty's Secretary of
Slate for foreign A (lairs, IMi formaljoeUed on the pert of
tl.a government of tbe Confederate Slates -gainst the ap
par. lit (If not eiecul' d) puisnes vf he. Majesty', gortrn-
n ent to change or midify,ti tk' p rjsulie* < I llh eemieirraey,
the dm trine in rt-l .lion to blockade In wlilch tbe laitli of
her Majesty a government h, by that of the Confederate
r-utes considered to la pledged.

I am furtlier instrn ted to say that tbe Fresidenl ah
sUltis for tbe present from taking any Turtb' r action than
by file protest thus presented, and to accompany it by
the expression of bis regret that such painful impressions
should be produced eu his miud by so uncxpct ted a result
from the first agreement or understanding between the
government of the Confederate .-tatee and that of her
IlRiesly. 1 bavo, Ac, J. M. MAW/N.

IARL MHH.l'1 RRM-r
iiTo this despoteh of Mr. Maenu.or rather pretest < f

JafieiBoti Iievis.dated on the luth of February, 1888, was
pubhsbed at length in the Hsiuirv yesterday (humlay)
morning..Kb.
The Action at Belveitos tad Charles¬

ton.
MR. Ml ROM TO BAR!. Rt'SSBl l.

34 I'fTRR hsiuocs ft POMMiR Bursas, Feb. HI,1M3.
Mv Lkiso.-I deem it Incumbent eti me to ask the atten¬

tion of her Majesty » government to recent ltdelbger.ee
received here m regard to the btvkarieat Galveston, tn
tbe Mate of Trias, asd at (harteuton, id Ihedtateof
booth Caroline.

First, as respects Galveston. It appears that the blork
.¦ling sqtmdroo of tbe United Mates was drims off from
that port si d harbor lijr# superior t oofe-lerate fiBere, on
She 1st day of January MM. owe ship of that aqua-iron

- gdfctrwag ceotured, the sagship dfctrofed, ghd IM rest nets

ad, making iboir way, it is Mid, to soma point ofthe
Roulbern coast occupied by Ibe Unilad States forces.
Whatever blockade uf the |>ort of Galveston, therefore,
may have previously mated, I submit, waa eflectually
rawed and destroyed by the superior forces of the party
bluckadod.

Again, aa respect* the port of Charleston, through the
ordinary chaoneia of iotclligeoce era have loformatiua,
uucnulrudicted, that the alleged blockade Of that port
waa id like manner rained uud destroyed by a auperior
l\)ule<leraie foroe at a very early hour on the 3tut of Janu¬
ary ultimo, two ships of the blockading squadraa baring
been sunk, a third escaped disabled, and what remained
of the aouadr. n allout waa entirety driven olTlbe ooast.

1 bare the honor to snbmit, therefore, that any alleged
pre existing blockade if the ports aforesaid was termi¬
nated at (iaireelon the 1st day of January last, and at
Charleston on the 31at of Ibe same month, a principle
clearly stated u> a letter 1 bars bad the boner to receive
Irom your lordship, dated on the lOtb instant. In the fol¬
lowing words:."The dririsw "Jf a Uckading force by a.
Npniir force dm breaka blockade, which niul be renewed
de noDO, «n the usual form, to bo binding upon ueutrail".
S principle uniformly admitted by all text writers on
public law, and established by decisions of courts of Ad¬
miralty .

I am awara that ofttclal Information of eitber of tbeso
events may not yet have reached the government of her
MAK-'Siy- but the consequences attending the removal of
tnc blockade (whether to bo renowed or not) are so im¬
portant to the commercial interests Involved that 1 could
lose no time In asking that such measures may be taken
by ber Majesty's government in relation tberoto as will
best leDd to the resumption uf a commercial intercourse
so long placed under restraint.

I avail myeelf of this occasion to acknowledge the re¬
ceipt of your lordship's letter of Ibe 10th oi February
Instant, to which I shall bavo the honor of sending a re¬
ply in tbo course of u day or two, and am, he.

J.' M. MASON.
KARL RUR8ELL TO MR. MASON.

Forkkin office, Feb. 18,1863.
Sir.I have the honor to acknowlodgo the receipt of

your letter of this date calling my attention to the oc¬
currences, ae reported in the public prints, at Galveston
and Charleston en the 1st and 31sl of Jauuary respective¬
ly; and 1 have the honor to Inform you that your letter
shall be considered by her Majesty's government. I .tin,

&C. KUHSUI-L.
MR. MARON TO KARL RUSSELL.

No. 24 UimtR Sbyrouk dTKKKr, Fortran sqriRg, )
LOIBQM, Feb. 18, 1MB. J

My I/iitu.1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 10th of February instant, in answer
to mine of tbo 3d ofJanuary la it, but lererring more es¬
pecially to Inquiries which 1 had the honor to address to
your lordship, under the mstruc ion of tho Secretary of
State of the Confederate Slates of America, on tho 7th of
July last,concerning tbo interpretation placed by her
Majesty's government on tho declaration of the principle
of blockude agreed to in the convention of Paris.

I shall, as early us practicable, communicate the loiter
of your lordship to the government at Richmond, but
will anticipate hero the satisfaction with which the Presi¬
dent will receive the assurance of your lordship that no
want uf reaped was intended by a mere acknow ledgment,
without otber reply, to tbo inquiries contained in my let
ter of July.

In rcgurd to so tnicl) of tbe letter of your lordship is
relates to the Interpretation place I by the government of
ber Majesty on tbat |iurt of the declaration of Paris which
preset tbes tbe law of blockade. 1 am constrained to say
that I am well assured the lb-osident cannot,Mid is it a
source of like to. iefaction. Ills considered by him that
tbe terms used in that convention are too preclso and de
finite to admit of being qualified.or. |«rhupe, it may be
more appropriate to say revoked.by Uu super additions
thereto conlttined in your lordship's cei (ttitum of them.
The lorms of thai convention are, that the blockading

force must be sulticionl really to prevent accoss to tbe
coast. No exception Is mode In icgard to dark nights,
favorable winds, the site or model of vessels successful¬
ly evading it, or the character of the coast or winters
blockaded; and yet it woo ut seem from your lordship's
letter ttiat all these air (-. I* utkeit info consideration, on a
question w-nelher lis MuekaMe is or is not to be respected

It is dis-lured In iba: toiler that .
It npinar* lo her Ma * internment to lie sufficiently

clear tnat the a la a of I'aila lonld ucl have been in¬
tended to meun it m a p -it must be so bloC-iedcd in all winds,
and Indi pcndentl) uf win thcr the communication inluht :>e
aarrii u on ol n d»ik night, or by mr«n» of small low steam
era. or coasting craft, crocping along the shore.
As a i euoral rule, the poi ts and harbors uf tho Confede¬

rate Rlntos aro obstructed by bars, which do not admit
the passage of targe vessels. What-- might be considered
a "small" or a "low" steamer, ooming in from sea to tho
port of New York, would, at one of tboso Southern ports,
be rated a vessel of very fair size when roferrod to the
ordinary t-lage of water on its bar; yet 1 look la vain in
llio lorms of the convention rol'errcd to lor any authority
to expound them lu subordination to lbs depth of water,
or the size or mould of vessels tlmling ready and com
paraiively safe access to the harbor.

In acceding to the terms ol that treaty great adnantape
are yielded to a maritime neutral, with like immunities to
n maritime belligerent The property of tbo neutral is
safe under tbe bag of tbe belligerent, and the property of
tho belligerent equally safe under the flag of tbo neutral.
The only equivalent lo tho belligerent, not maritime, but
dependent on other nations as carriers, is this strictly de
lined principle of tbe law of b ockade, which tbe Uoniede
rate .Slab s presumed was exloudod to them, when, a' the
rv(Ur.-t or to r Majesty's government, they became parties
to those stipulations oi tbe convention of Paris of 1886.
11 results that, after yleldiug full equivalents, tho stipula¬
tion in regard to blockade, rneried as the only one bcncfiCial to the in, irrruUI seen illusory.

In regard to tbe character or this blockade, to which
your lordship again adverts in the remark tltal the man
ncr m which it bus been enforced gives neutral govern-
mints no excuse for asserting that It has not been etn-
cicntly maintained, all hough 1 havo not been instructed
to make any further representations lo ber Mk.esty a
government on that subject smco its ibcition to beatU as

efictiee. I anuot refrain (mm adding that for many
months past tbe I'requeDt arrival and departure of vesaols
(most of them steamers) from several of tbose ports have
been matters of notoriety. A single steamer bus ov.ale t
tbe blockado successfully, and most generally from
Charleston, more than thirty times. And within a few
days |uist it has been brought to roy knowledge tbat two
steamers arrived Id January last, and within ten days of
each other, at Wilmington, North Carolina, from ports in
Kinope, one of four hundred and tho other of live bun
dred tons burthen, both of wbleh have since sailed from
Wilmington, and arrived with their cargoes at foreign
ports. 1 cite these only as tbo latest authenticated in¬
stances. And as number remarkable fuel, it isotilcially
nqmrlod by the Collector at I harleston tbat the revenue
accruing at tbat |ort from duties on imported murchnn
dise during the (last yoitr, under tbe blockade, was more
than chutle the receipts of any one; ear preeuius to the Sepa¬
ration qf the States; and Ibis although the duties under
the Oontederato government are much lower than those
exarted by the United Stales
As regards other portions of ynur lordship's letter. I

may freely ndmlt, as it Is there Mated,MM a blockade
would be in legal existence although a sudden st .rra or

chuuge ol wind might occasionally blow olT the blockading
squadron Yet. with entire respect, 1 do not s e h .w
such principle affects tbe quosltou ot tbe efficiency of rucb
blockade whilst tbo squadron is on the coast And again,
whilst 1 am not informed whether or no a defence resting
on tbe inadequacy o; the blockading force has been urge
in cases ol capture beioru the prize courts iu America, I
can well see bow futile such defence would be when pre¬
sented on behalf of a neutral ship, wkr segoternmenthad no!
only not obnetedto t ut had admitted the sufficiency of the
Hoc/a le. f have, AC., J. M. MASuN.

BARL IIL'RSRI.L TO MR. MAHON.
k'oBRJ'm Orncs, Feb. IB. 186.1.

fim.With reiercnce to my letter or the 16th instant
acknowledging the receipt of your letter of that day, cull
lag attention to the accounts which had reached this
country tending to show tbat the blockade of tho ports of
Galveston and Charleaton bad been put an end to by tbe
action of the Confederate naval forces, I have the honor
now to slate to you that Ibe intormatlcn which
her Majesty's government have derived fiom your
letter and from the public journals on this subset
u not sufficiently accurate lo sdtnil <f th ir forming an
opinion, sod they will accordingly, by the first opportu
nlty. Instruct lord I yens to report fully on tbe matter.
When bis lordship's report has been received sod coo

stilcred, I sball bare the honor or making a further com
muuicaltoo to you on tbo subject. I am, Ac. la'SHU |.

BARL RUMBL It) MR. MARON.

a,. ts. .,
Foreign Osficx, Feb. 27.1863

. 7 .w
hnnor 1,1 acknowledge tbe receiptor

your further leiti-r of tbe 18tb insL'int on tbe subiect of
K!*O0d b7hr Major.ty a governmoul

^ all?n "f tbe P"»clple oi blockade moile in
1856 by the conference at Paris.
'hav«*)r«<"iy, in my previous letters, fully explained

to you the views of her Majesty's government on this
. ..... . ,

. .¦ ." s«»eruiin-ui on mis
matter, and I hat* nothing farther to nod in r*..ly to your
last letter, except to observe that I have not intended lo
state that any number of vessels of a certain build or ton¬
nage might be left at liberty freely to enter a blockaded
port without vitiating tho olookado but tbe occasional
escape or email vcmcIs on dark nights, or under other
particular circumstances, from ibe vigilance of a com¬
petent blockading licet, did eninre that larity In the
belhfrrent which enur-*l. a-< ordttiy to internab rial law
(o lh'rantng of a bt<HJcad>. lain, kc. KIJSBKLL.

Amkricak rtwtAUK..Mr. T'llny Mile* has been appointed
I"el il n.y,nr repreec: Ui to < f the lj:nlo I Sutoi I'n i

iiifici', tocxunnoe mm and report upon the ilet.il." and
working of tlie Kngliali penny postal system. A new

l« stal lull wm drawn up net year by Mr. Mne* and tbe
iIon. Mr. Hetchlus, of Ohio, and introduced Into Cniigre*«,
which provided for a uniform postage of t*or«nts(»
penny-ter..ng), a money order system, Ac., ami which
w m go-tpon.d to the frerent sessiou, and la now uuder
consideration at Washington. The v irlous reduction'" of
P etayo and the approacl ok to uniformity in America
tiaro been eminently stucessful, and |hts year for the
liral time tor a long |>srii>d tlie dot artment does not havo
to apply t» Congress tor ap|iroprUtloiii for a deficit A
large party has grown up in America who are prwaing
for ilie a eiptkui o| the Kngiisb penny rate, the leader of
the inorcuient being Mr, Miles, who commenced thn
work many year* since m the publication of a pamphlet
.nulled .' 1'i+ul Reform.'' Mr. Hutcblna, in u very able
and exhaustive speech in Congrcrs on tbo introduction of
tlienewp. ua! bill, Mid "Sir tow land lilll haa aceom

p)>»h»d more for his country than the most renowned of
id her slaterroen and warrior*," and *<lde<l that Mr
Mile* lias industriously and perscverlngly endeavored to
establish for this C' nntry what Rowland Hill accom¬

plished for firea! Britain.".t.<m>U>n ,Vcw<, Feb. IP.

Arrival! and Dtparlarwt
ARRIVALS.

N»w*r*v.Ftcarrship Dialler Buck.l.lentCol Job Arnold,
Ad'.I M vyheatan, Captains Whyttle and Meriyman. Lieu-
tenants J M .fuhnsen, W M Knf.-ht HR I'kitiy, I'mntly,
8autid"r»on Fay. H-nch, Mall, 8.1 Arnold, KrA.ngri, Bur¬
ton. II Kit.(tain, Mr M Sliyer Mr Plnchnn,Own WUcmsoa. D
Myt m. T Walker, R Mill" .las H<wan. H Donnelly, P West
a'd wtn, C Kane, Mlsa Haeage. Mrs Rhoul, an.I ITS In the
sleet age.
Itirsarooi.Rtaamship Bohemian, at PorMand.Captain*

(} C Parker. (Irittlihs, llaramw, Kooke, Patterson. Lnvrlt,
TaMmt and Tubin, J 8 OrawiortLMaj Ra.leliff Mr. child and
nurse, A Dredge, l)r Jameson. X Mnrra*. R L flaiilt C ()
lb n lanwn, Mi ijnodhngti. lady and ihree children; f> tlihtw,
C t KII 11*111, Mr Collin" »nd lady, Miss Collins, t) W Bownn,
Messrs Trudcl, Cbainl'crlaln Bro/<as Csssels. Mo"de. Boar-
wood. Preneli, McAusiand. and H4 la lh« steerage.
<D sst.cW.'-teamstlip 81 (Isnrge, at Portland.John B Mar

via. Herman termer, sad li la th. atearage
PRrARTTRRS.

Hsw OsLasn*.Bteamsblp Ueorar Washington.William
P»<ton, T Itrewn Mr-¦ pentet B II Cnlhiirn Jus H..wells,
Miss Ceraell, T I'Tesry, A W Kandfnrd, T 8 Harrison C
Bore, W K Daw'lay,,Mr AUert. I H Brant, T (barer. P
Dot on. I bss bit tiblnA

INLAND NAVIGATION.

Opening of Lakn, Rivers and
Canals.

Tber» is at present every indication of a speedy reopen¬
ing or the North river and a resumption or navigation.
The warm rains of last week weakened the ice. ami in
some sections of the river broke it up entirely. The
river is clear opposite Albany, but the ice has lodged on
tfee flats below, and a few days of warm weather will be
required to move iW Last year it was not entirely oiear
of toe until the 3d of April, although a boat reached
Albany on the 1st from Cozaaekie. The following table
shows the date of the opening of the Hudson river for the
last thirteen years:.
18(10 March 10 1857 March 18
1851 Feb. 25 1858 March 19
186 2 March S8 1859 March 3
1863 March 28 1800 March 6
1854 March 17 1881 Mirch 0
1855 March 27 1882 April 3
1868 April 10
Our steam palaces are all ready and patiently waiting

for the opening of nav '.gallon to resume operations be
tween this cliy and Troy and Albany. The Francis Skid-
dy andC. Vunderbill will form the Troy line, and the
Hendrik Hudson and Isaac Newton will run to Albany.
The former will remain on the line only until the great
steamer Dictator is completed. The Daniel Drew and Ar¬
menia will be the day boats.
Ihe rivor is now quite freo of ice between Pough-

keepsie and New York, and steamers and barges are

making regular trips between those points.
There is a bill before the Legislature appropriating one

hundred thousand dollars for the improvement of the
navigation of the river. The measure being one of snch
vast interest to a large number of people, it will be likely
to meet with very little opposition, and will no doubt be
come a law. It has already passed the Assembly.

NEW YOltK CANALS.
The day for the formal opening of the canals of this

Plate has not yet been announced, although it is stated
that it will not be earlier than the 26th of April. We have
as yet beard no reason given for deferring the opening till
so late a day, when nearly all the canals can be made
ready to receive the water us soon as the ico will permit,
which will no doubt bocorae so much weakened, if it does
not entirely disappear by the loth, as to tnuke It safe to
let in the water.

Preparations are making for doing an extensive buei
doss during the coming season, and no doubt the capaci¬
ty of our canals will bo put to a much greater test tbau

they were last year. Arrangements have been completed
to run a line or stoam packets for passuugors and freight
between Utica and Syraouse. Thirty-three new boats
have been constructed in Rochester during tho winter,
and will be ready for launching as soon as tho canal is

open. The Rochester Union says:.
From an actual survey recently taken, we aro onabled

to lay before the public a reliable statement of th* cupu
city of the canal lloet for 1883. There are now building
at various points in this Plate, 214 boats, which wilt be
ready for launching on the openlDg or navigation. These
boats will average in capacity two hundred tons, thus
adding forty two tbouaaud tons to the carrying capacity
of the Ileet. There wore 3,18o boats, good, bad and indil-
l'erent, afloat at the close of navigation last fall, and with
the new will make a total of 3,398. Something over two
thousand of these boats aro sutiablo for carrying grain.
Just how many is a matter of question. If cacb of those
two thousand grain boats makes eight round trips in the
season, and carries a cargo of two hundred tons, the total
amount moved would bo 3,200,000 tons, over one hundred
millions of bushels of wheat.

TUB LAKES.
Thero is less certainty as to the timo navigation can be

resume.) on the lakes than there Is on our rivers und
canals. When the too in the harbors on tho lakes
Is forced to wait the slow process of melting, it
often ocours that navigation is not opened until

May, while, on the other hand, after the ice has become
a little weakened a strong gale of wind soon breaks It tip
The latest and earliest dates of opening since 1929 have
boon the 7tb of March and 10th of May.over two months'
difference.
Lake Michigan is already partially open, in fact some

of the harbors have not beun cIok -J during the winter.
It ats are now running across the lake from Milwaukee
to Grand Havvn, tho first one haviug started on the lRlb
insl. The Marquette Journal saj-s:.'. More dililculty than
usual will be encoualcrod this spring in obtaining a sup¬

ply of ice for summor's use. The bay, from which an

abundant supply of tbe beet quality has horetolore been

obtained, has positively refused to freeze over this

winter.''
K is thought that the Lake Ontario boats will be all

running by the 1st of April. A dally line will be eslab
I isbod between Toronto, Oguenshurg, Rochester and

Lewiston, touching at other Canadian ports.
Tbe Chicago TYrse* says that lake freights will open

much lower than last year, and will probably rule low

during tbe season. A largo number or ve-sulg intend

going into tbe Lake Superior carrying trade, if grain
freights do not afTord a satisfactory compensation.
The stoamcrs on Iatfce Krie wi 1 soon commence their

regular trips. The Detroit Free Pr-u of the 25th inst.

says:.
The marked change of the weather which has taken

place during the oast two days has no doubt produce 1 a

telling effect on tbe Ice, and as a consequence we may
predict a general breaking up with a free navigation with
in the next few days. The rain which fell so uucoasingly
yesterday was accorapanle with weather otherwise per
tainuig nearer to that of July than tbe keen, searching
winds which usually prevail during the mo.itb of March.
and already the ico, which is gradual^ passing down the
river, begins to present s somewhat blackened appear
ance, which is an evident symptom that it is rapidly going
to decay. Without olTcrlng any further predictions rela
tive to the prospects of the resumption of navigation, we
will for the present leave tbe subject uuttl some futuie
time wbeu we shall kuow more positively wnereof we

write. There is, however, slopp.og at Moore's Merchants'
Ktchango, a committee of some forty vessel captains, who
.re discussing ibis matter^ and irons whom we shall.re uiniuniup twin iiw.n.., .....m.

doubtless obtain a report of some sort or otner in due
season Tbe steamers Olive llrauch and Clara, the former
for Trenton and Gibraltar, tho latter for Maiden, left yes
terday afternoon with a view of reaching their respective
destinations. The reoent mild weather ba« again opened
the channel, and it Is thought the passage is clear so aa
to enable them to got through with but little difficulty.
If successful they will continue plying, leaving bora every
afternoon at three o'clock.
Tbe Cleveland Herald of the 23d aayatbe warm weather,

.oulh wind and spring showers have dona much towarda

opening navigation. The ice field has disappeared from
in front of the city and gone out into tbe lake. The river

preaenl* a scene of busy activity, preparing for an Imme¬
diate opening, riggers and sailmskers having their bands

full of business. Ihe scow Mayflower left for Black river

en the 23d.
A letter from tho Straits of Marinaw, dated March 10,

says:."Ihe foe at this place is only about one foot thick,
which is very I'gbt for this place. It is all open below the

font of tbe island, and all above St. Helena Is open. There
are therefore only about twelve or fifteen miles of Ice to

break. The weather is cold and It snows almost every
day, aud it looks more liko winter than any lime before
this season. Ills impossible to say what time it may
break through."

CONNECTICUT KIVKK.

Navigation between this city and Hartford is now

fairly open, and tho steamers Granite State and City of
ilurtford have resumed their daily trips. Tbe |ir poller
Par then ia arrived upon the 24th instant and reported
tbe river clear.

PASSAIC HI VLB.

Navigation between New York and Newark is open, and

freight boats run regularly, making two tripe a day. Tbe
steamer Thomas P. Way will bo takon off the passenger
route and the t'hicopee substituted.

MOItKIB CANAL
Will soon l>e ready for tho pnssagn of bests. Water

was let io last week snd operstlons will probably com¬

mon's during tbe present week
UPPKR MISSISSIPPI.

We published Inform ition last week that the river wae

open to Iztke l'epin, aud that a eteamor had gone through
from la < 'rosea. At ft. I'aul there Is strong aoliotpattoa
of an early opening, and tbe merchants are putting things
in order fur s resumption ef river business

MIMNOmi ill VIM.

Tbe St. Joseph packet Kmelie worked her wsy through
to Council Bluffs on the 14tb tnst., and nav igetioo to that

point may be considered open.
ILLINOIS RIVEN.

Tbe heavy rains of the Isat few dsja have swollen the
Illinois rlvsr at La Hallo seven feet, overflowing the hot

tome The freight in tbe warehouees had to be transferred
to boats in order to save It from damage by water. Owing
lo the impressment of boats Into the government service

tl ere Is a great scarcity of tugboats, and It Is »lm<wt im¬

possible to send freight forward to St. Louis.
WEI.I.AND CANAL.

The St. Catherine'. (Canada) Journal of the 24th in a

save .
The presence of s large number of masters of ve->el«

In our town from a distance, whose vessels have bsen Istd
Mi) in ttm cat AJ dwr liar tl»n . »h« venial wnMhtr tod

(be comparative absence of ice at Porta Col borne and Oaf
bourne, aaaure ua that an early opening of the Well an*
canal may be oontldnutiy expected. The ice on tbe canal it
the levela below tbe mountain la not very thick or of greatatreugth, bat that to tbe awaap or long level la Mil
eighteen inchea thick, and so aotid that teams war* drtv
lag on it last week. A few days warm weather, will dis¬
solve it, aud, with tbe aaaixunce of the Ice bre W, vee
sets will no doubt be able to paee through ' not
earlier than Mat year.

SHIPPING NEWS.
alramao roH »xw tobk.this dst.

are ami 6 4'J | moos skts morn 3 04
Sl'M SETS 6 22 I MICH WATEK lOOrn 4 31

Port of Hew York, Blare It 29, 1803.

ARRIVED
Steamship Victoria (Bin). Harris, from Liverpool, 33 days

rodxe.lo Uowlund A Asp.nwull. March 6th. enoouoteren
h»avv rales Iroin 8W to W and WNW. Same day was struck
bv a heavy sea forward, which damaged lorecaatle, head, Ac
Shipped another henvv sea which carried away port piartei
boat. Was hove too ihret davs under close n ef.'d raiivass.
March 23d, lat 43. long 49, assid four large iceoer.a Since
i3ii nisi, had strong westerly winds.
Steamship Nicholas I, A'tin i Master A Everaon In charge,

Beaufort, Nth 2hth mat 27m Inst, lat 3d 36, Ion 73 04, (poke
stean er Thames. Irnm New York for New Orleans. In a dls
aided condition, having her steam pipe cracked, would try
anil gel Into the nearest port.
Steamship Granite City (nrl/e), Acting Master King la
harge, Bahama Banks March23.charge, Bahama Bunks
Brig Wm A Dresser, of Bangor, Durglu, from Nuevitaa,

Mar IS, with sugar, molasses, Ac.to R P Buck A Co.
Bohr Hern, Lakenian, from Cienfuugos, 13 days, with

sugar.to p V King A Co. Had Very heavy weather the lost
8 days. No date, lat 29, long 71 spoke Dutch brig , from
Havana, for Trlnidod. No date, lat 23 16, long 84 06, anoke
bark PraniElin, steering E. No date lat 32 11 long 77 74,
spoke brig M P Rick, Dli, from (ilenfuegos, bound N.
Bohr Chief, Norris, 1'ort Royal, 7 days.
Bohr Sarah A Falconer (ol Southport), Bu'.kley, Beaufort.

NO, March 26, with cotton and naval stores, to Murray A No
phew,
*R. hr Julia A Hallock, Bnyley, Beaufort, NO.
Bchr Francis, Cnnnell, Cnoaapt uke Bay for New Haven.
Bohr Rollins, T'arsous, Baltimore, 3 days,
Schr Fmnoet Newton. Ulover. Blizalieihport for Boston.
HcbrM E Pierce, Smith, Elizabeth port (or Bo-don.
Steamer Dudley Buck (11 8 transport), Elwood, Newborn,

NC, March 20, via Uatteras Inlet 17th, with paokongers, to If
8 Voarterinaster.
Th" ship Great Western stilled from Liverpool on Feb IS,

not March 18 as reported in Sunday s paper.
BELOW

Bark Maazasoit (of Boston), Marshall, from Cienfueges.March 7
Bark Andes (of UarpiweUi, from Sagua,

BAILED.
Steamships City of Manchester (Br), George Washington,bark Union Jack; brig A P Cox.
Wind at sunset NW.

Miscellaneous.
The steamship City of Manchester, Capt Gill, sailed yes¬

terday for Liverpool.
Hiiir Esther (Al), 593 tons, built at Wilmington, Del, in

1S3S. bus been sold at $30,(100.
Snip Aqoila (Al)£). 1119 tons, huilt at Bath, Mo, in 1834,

has been sold to government, to load for 8au Francisco, on
terms we (I d not learn.
Spur Mart Hklvn, Hutchinson, from New York for Baltl*

mure, with an assorted cargo, went ashore abreast of Poplar
Island night of 21th ling Lighters will be sent Irani Balti¬
more to her ooai stance.
Sohh Norman, Kent, from Baltimore for Nuw York, with

a cargo of coal, went ashore iltith Inst on Bodkin Shoals.
Lighters have b. en taken down by stenmtiig .vi.t'y, which
w ill assist her oil' after purl of the cargo ts taken out.
Scnn Mart Alice, Perry, from Baltimore 12th inst for

Boston, with coal, returned to B 27th inst leaky.
Si tut Sam Joan (A3). 103 tons, built at Elizabeth City, NC,

in I860, has been sold at $13 H).
St-MK Mohawk (At!), 130 tons, built at Baltimore In 1833,

bos been sold on terms we did not learn,
ScBR Horace E rown (A1V2') 194 tons, built al Baltimore

in Ho0. has been sold on terms we did not learn.
Tbe following table gives a summary of the vessels in the

harbors of New York. Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Charleston, Havat.uah, New Orleans and Galveston, at tba
latest accounts from escli of thoso ports:.

StW Volt*
.steamships 2d Brigs1118

8blps 122 Schooners 73
Barks 107

Total 436
BOSTON.

8'eamsbtps a Brigs21
Ships2 gehoouura ,,..30

Barks 2i
Total 94

rUILArntLPHIA.
Steamship* 1 Brigs20
8hips H Schooners 41
Baiss 20

Total 93
BALtmORS.

Steamship* 3 Brigs 12
Ships 7 Schooners 63
Barks 8..

Total 93
Notice to Misi'iners.

The Directors of Means and Domains brings to the know¬
ledge of iiutr.nerii tnnl -u the let of Jann rv nest, a tried
ca'adioptric harbor light of the ourth order, placet At .
height of 10)g ells above high water mark, will be shown on
the Western Jetty head of liulavla at sunset, and will there¬
after urn regularly from that time till sunrise.
The color of the light, which will illuminate the whole ho-

rixon. I* white.
The light is visible at a distance of three German geogra¬

phical unlet, and su vesaa a mark for runnln,; into Batumi
road.
Keeping tbe light lMttwi en the bearings of 8 W and 8 V

E. a safe southern course ran lie steered to the roads and
anchorage: coming trom Liu- west, past Onrust, a course
Iroin hK to E is steered to toe roads until the light .-cars 8,
tip to the anchorage.
The old harbor lignt of Bntsvla will be eztingulsbed from

the a -ore isle.
By older o' the Director above named.

IlaUvla, Dec 28,1862. W D DU CLOUX.
Whalemen.

Ship Janus, Cornell, NU was at s< a Jan IS, lal 338, Ion
8 K. with 20d bbla ap aud lOd do wn nil.
Ship Ua/.elle, Worth. NB, was spoken Jan 3, with 88 sp and

30 wh
Hhip Canton, Baker, NH, was at sea Dec 17, lnlat403ON,

Ion 3) W, a I well No oil.
Burk Matthew Luce. Cleaveland, NB, was at Valparaiso

Feb 7, with 13 0 bb'.s sp all. Bound to rulse olf Massalucro,
an thence to Tal- nil lano lo recruit for borne.
Hhip Fahlns. Wood. NB, was spoken Jan 29. lat 32 S, Ion 78

tt. 2*m sp.was nound to Hi.n and .in-nce to the Arctic.
Bark A- live. Blake, NB, was on O.f 8 .ore Ground Jan 10.

Willi I7il bids sp and 4ii do blk tish oil. Reports spoke 4 days
previous, bars Ron.oc, Mai ooibor, NB, 123 bhls sp oil since
leoY.ii .

A le ter from Dr Wlnslo v, Consul, dated Payta March 3,
states that he had heard id ship Kmtna C Junes, liowea, NB,
bound to TaUahuano, having taken ISU bbla sp oil reoonlly.

Foreign Porte.
()i 11 altar, March I.An bark Anglo Saxon, Pennell, Car-

rtnl lor l^egnorii.
In i-ort 7tli, bark* Ariatlde* Nor), Bookman, from Laghorn

fm NYo. k. wlnclixiiin it 8 11 Waterman, Elliot, from Cadlr.
fur i..rg nti; Uur/.liurg (Brem). Waobtar, from Baltimore,
wtg orders: Katharine Mao ir (Mr), Andemon, from NYork,
dlag.Lamplighter, M rria an Voyater. Know-Ira. irom ilo
do; Vounr Turk, Harding. from Boston do. bilg* Aehllle
(Itait. nrrari and Shamrock (Nor), Major, from NYork do.
Wind Weal 7th.

Mai.aoa. March 6.Arr I ark (llruw-ood, Rowland. NYork.
Nki vitin. Mar Ilk.In port, bark G W Horton, Sleeper, New

Yoik (Id.); bar* John Audrewx Uirdiut. do, do
Suasuiias, Jan lH.In port ahtpa Korluua. Hauxcn. and

Minerva. Biicamlnater. lor Koochow aoon; Arraean, Hatha
way, Imiii NYork. arr 17th, <il#g; Sllaa Greemuan, Webber,
rum Sydii' y. arr Ulh, do; Novo* Vixia, Ayrea, f oin do, arr
Mth. do: Black Prince, Chaa-; Itliraheih Kimball, Urtndle;
Fanny Kern, Jordan; Sarah Newman, tiebb, and Wanderer,
Porbea, ilay: barka Almrna, Peterson, (or NYoik Immediate¬
ly Wild liaii'llr. Humphrey, fur Ponehow early; Carlotla,
Ko-zer, Mom Sydney, arr Iftb, ding; Ellen, Galea, Irooi
Taiwan, arr Mill, do; Fruiterer. Dawes, from Nagasaki, arr
llrtli, doeFrutur, Wehater, from do, arr &d, do: Snapdra¬
gon, Brlard, from Swalow, arr ISth. do; Btar of Peace, Ken-
drlck, from do. arr 21 at do: Golden Oate, Thornfclll. from
Tamaul, arrl7tb, do; Keoka Sutton irom Bona Kong, arr
l'.Hh, do; Lucy B Aahbev. Aahhey, from Hakodadl. arr 17th,
do; Co-aack, bray; D adein. Sawyer, and Nabob, Tburalon.
dlag. I'bdlp I, Oakinan, itnc; achra (Jan Morgan, Whreler,
from Tamaul, arr 10th, dlag; J B Ford, Fanny, from Wan-
chew. arr 17th, do; Phantom. Hod free. one.
Sid Jan 10, bark Beoefactreaa, Kldrfdga, Kanagawa: aehr

Jamr* Mlll-r, Carhonet Fuchau; Mth, ship Sarah Ckaae.
Evan*, do; barka Corn. Choa ller, Hong Kong; Iftth Rover,
Hunt. Nagasaki; Ka>e Uaatlnga. Kingman. Swatow; brtg
Curlew, Chapman, Cheatoo, eehr Nellie Merrill, Staple*,
Fuchau; 17th, ahip Samuel Falea, Randall, do. bark Lltala
Bogga, Dlxer, do; X2d. ahlp tin-Ida, PoUer. NYork.

American Parle.
BOSTON, March 2M, AM.Art eblp Star, Thorns*. Calcutta;

Br brtg Allen, Teel, Port-an Prlnc-e. achra Sollertno (Br),
iAtnaoii, do; Janiee A Parson*, Batcbelder. N--w Orleans
Below aehr Sarah Burton from Went Id Ilex, signal lor A
barka Cld aieamer Saxon, Matthew*, Philad- oh In brig*
Louis Marlul (Br), Atklna, Bar -ado* and HiThnnaaw, Planet,
Upton Hot,wives; \ obtnl (Br), Lynns St Jago de Cuba, I
a- ta lulls Maine. Smith. Key Weat: Vtliai-a (Tern, Atklna,
Wa'hlngton. (Jeorge J Jonea, Crowell, Georgetown, DC, via
Fortreax Monroe.
atth.Arr (by tel) ahlpxE Wilder Parley, NYork; Leona, Li

v. ipanl bark E Foster. New Orleans; br.gx Scotland, Maian
zaa; Minna Treat, do; M R Rich Cletlfuegoa; A F Lurraboe.
Card- na»; P M linker, Sagiut; M A Berrera, Buenos Arret
aehr Torpedo. Beaufort.
BALTIMORE Man h J7.Arr hark Ba-lley Mavo, Boa'on;

schrx Maria Plekup. Baker; Golden Rule, Mathews; While
Merrtd; Beryl n, Cole. and Chns Ilennla, Tookei, Alexandria;
A II Mamhrmer, Nl kcraon Korln-aa Monroe; White He.
June*, an I L-ul«a Over. Jamiaon, Ad ''a Creek. FH Ah
bob, Smith, Newborn. R tin ned, erhr Mary Alice, Ferry,
lor Boaton. In dlatreae. leaky. CM ahlp Maggie V Hugg,
Ho a H'iti-v; » lira Montezuma Wyman, g -lun: K Clue
son, i'eomha, do. Prize Banner. Rich, do via Deal'" 'aland;
Tuiai Wave. Oliver, Providence via do; Jane K llurire. Da
via Kali River. Waterloo. Walker, New Haven; S.a Nymph, i

Conley. New York. .

BK.kl'fOivT, March 3d.In port atcamer Mary Sanfcrd,
brig John Allen; achra John H Allen, Lewi* Chi at-r, Amelia
Bar I--II W li Bartleil. Sarah Cullen, Ltoah Moore, Eliza
Wblia-ii* taabil Sharp. R A Handera, N It T Thompson.
Chandler, Hii/zalt, and the prize »ebrs Ncn.o, Koker, and ,

»SufOL, March g.Sid sloop W Hard, Lombaril, NYork:
J7lh, aclir Olob , Marin Ca'den.i*.
DIQHTON Mairh *7.An aehrsenator. Brown RHrabelh

port Tillle E. Anderson,do; aloop Emily Jane, Smith. Jer

"in/aSKTHPOST, Mari-h 17.Old achra Rntl-w, Klnner-
Norwich; Empire, Danlalv. Kali River;OeoThomas. M-ir I',
and Rank-, Ha" Boaton. S A Mount, Oeraro: Vigilant.
Saunders, and Telegraph, Taylor, Boaton Jaioea law-rente.
Rogers, Lyme: Urban# Wiloux, Hartford; Ann Amelia,
HaTinck, New tendon aloofiaCabot, Benuett, Wrat llavca
Rubt Norih. Dubula, Bridgeport. _ f
FALL RIVER, March 37.Arr achra Orion, Davis. NYork ;

Oliver Spelmau, Brown. BlizabetbporL Sid acbr Olintau.
Borden, Kllzaleihhort.
HIGHLAND LIGHT March W, aunrlee, wind NNB, Mg*»

.Paaa'ng in I ahlp. 1 txtrk. 2 hrlga 11 XI AM. paaalng If, 3 .

barka an 3 b'iga, il 4» AM, pa«3n« In. 3 barka and 3 hrlga »

PHILADELPHIA. March B, AM-CId ahlp Tainertanr
Jacka-n. Liverpool; l-rlg Model, Dow, Cardenas; achra R M
Shad-lock, Arnold, and Whlta Squall, llaloy. Boaton; Jams*
Hodman, Abbott, New Haven; Alhert Fiald, Wilbar Nnw
London, Triumph. Bernard. Sangna; Amamla, Kellv. B-»i .

port; E Barnes. (JIKTord, OlasoaaUrj Coiner. Burr aa ply
motuh .Onn Rock. Parker Portia-da; A <»odfrer
Pori R'-yal; Helen Mar, Winea, NYork Sid ship Saraaat.
R L* W*?.' Beh*iK^h 37.The only vessel# M the Breakwatm

t'Ml rofiin; um nwBnry. ww-^i ,w' ""' 'r,
don- ftmldt. for OrkMfNl; A C Adam*. t*T do: Chll
Inn' for Omr1**nn«, brlf* Rnmmncfi. for Utiadaloup9; Istllft, fo§

Nv «r?pVan «; Met-urfor T rlnMad, Abhv Thaxter. fnT^u.
daloiif Ma.anaek, for .'V? 'f*®'', Belie, for Ravlm
dux; Are-h. for Port Spain, and Greenland, for Havana.

Wpf?ltTLAND March V.Arr zteammtlpe Bohemian (Br).
Borland Liver|-onl via Loudoudevry; St Oeorg. (Br), Wl
Uv ;a.«ow Paakereburg. Hnftrnin. NYork. Signal fm
IWO brlsa Cld brtg Klmlra. Ilall, Malanzva; acbm Ocean,

er. and R B (Uebi.'na, Thompeoa Baltimore. DM French,
J oica. rl.tladelt-ma Sid bnga Aabler, Hattie Eaton, ami

"uVi KRANCISCO, Marrh 7S.Arr (by tell vhip Northsn
pi.ibxlelpliia, * (earner St Loull. Fanama *>4 sail

M,a ahaha I aW


